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OPC Ecumenicity 

Devotion 

Our first lesson as chosen exiles 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born 
again…” ―1 Peter 1:3a 

Just as our salvation is thoroughly trinitarian (see v.2), so 
our sojourn in this life as exiles and strangers is also rooted 
in God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  In order to 
understand what it means to be a chosen exile in this life, 
you must first know who God is.  This isn’t what the world 
tells us, of course.  The citizens of the city of Destruction 
believe that their truest selves are discovered by looking 
within.  But God calls us to turn our eyes away from 
ourselves heavenward to contemplate him: the Father who 
foreknew us, the Spirit who set us apart and the Son who 
washed us in his blood. 

As we turn our eyes away from ourselves to contemplate 
God, we bless the Father both for what he has done and for 
who he is. And these two things are not separate, but one. 
God the “Father” is “[he] who according to His great mercy 
has caused us to be born again”.  This is who he is to us as 
our Father. But Peter doesn’t merely say that he caused us 
to be born again; he qualifies it:  The Father is he who “in his 
great mercy” has caused us to be born again.  Herein lies is 
our first lesson in exile: being a chosen exile is a great 
privilege, mercifully bestowed upon us by God the Father. 

When our eyes are on ourselves or on this world, we don’t 
see this all too clearly.  Our sinful flesh often thinks that 
being an exile is a punishment.  We often think of “dying to 
the flesh” as if it were a burdensome thing!  Don’t we too 
often look upon the world and envy their “freedom” to do as 
they please?  Oh! Christian!  They are not free, but slaves to 
their passions, lusts, and desires that bind them fast with 
chains that weigh their souls down to Sheol.  The worldling 
could no more lift himself up from the pit than a leopard can 
change his spots.  He can no more lift his eyes to God than a 
blind man can see his hand in front of his face.  Apart from 
God’s merciful choosing, we would be forever as they are. 

Christian, do you not see what mercy it is that you have 
been chosen to be free from this miserable thralldom to sin 
and the curse?  As you die to the flesh each day, it will 

hurt, but you are becoming more and more your true 
self!  You could never do this on your own; the Father had to 
cause you to be born again!  He had to free you from the 
bondage of the chains that held you captive to death and 
destruction.  He had to open your blind eyes.  And he had to 
make you a citizen of his kingdom.  You couldn’t make 
yourself a citizen; he bestowed this honor upon you because 
he loves you, though you had no natural birthright to it.  This 
is mercy.  And for this you must bless the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is our first lesson as citizens of his kingdom, and as 
chosen exiles in this one. 

Sister Congregation 

Covenant Reformed Church (URCNA), 
Kansas City, KS - Rev. Harold Miller 

Covenant Reformed Church was a church plant within the 
Christian Reformed Church in 1970 when a small group of 
families from the then classis Orange City, Iowa, moved to 
the Kansas City area.  The hope was to establish a 
congregation and also erect a Reformed Christian school. 
With that in mind the churches of classis Orange City put 
forth enough money to buy a bit larger parcel of land, built 
the church building and soon after, a parsonage.  The goal of 
a christian school here has never been realized.  

In 1998, three years after the formation of the United 
Reformed Churches in North America the congregation here 
parted ways with the Christian Reformed Church over what 
are now to most well known issues.  At that time the 
congregational vote to leave and cleave was unanimous, 
with one older couple abstaining.  We have been Covenant 
Reformed Church since then.  

Pastor Miller grew up in a non-Christian home and came to 
saving faith later in life.  After completing his undergraduate 
work at Reformed Bible College in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
(now Kuyper College) he went on to graduate from 
Mid-America Reformed Seminary in 2001.  From 2001 until 
2008 he served as the pastor at the United Reformed Church 
of Wellsburg, Iowa.  He has been in Kansas City since 
January of 2009.  

The Covenant Reformed Church  congregation has the 
unique role of welcoming in folks from broadly evangelical 
churches who have become tired of "worship" and church 
life that is an inch thin and a mile wide.  They place much 
effort on training, Bible studies, membership classes, and 
Pastor Miller has a heavy load of pastoral work in helping 
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folks from unchurched, and under-churched backgrounds 
deal with the corruption and pollution of sin in their 
background.   Our corporate worship services (9:30 and 5:00) 
are the center of our congregational life along with a weekly 
fellowship meal for all who would stay. The preaching is 
robust, order of worship is regulative principle and 
dialogical, and their singing is enthusiastic, using the new, 
joint OPC URCNA Trinity Psalter Hymnal.  

An interesting connection that the Lord has worked in 
congregational life is a member of our church who is an 
inmate at the Allred Unit in Wichita Falls, Texas.  James J. 
came into contact with Covenant Reformed Church, Kansas 
City, in a complex way more that 12 years ago.   He has 
become a member in good standing and is being well used 
of the Lord to lead a large group of prison inmates in Bible 
study and prayer.  

The congregation consists of about 110 people, including 
several families with children, are mostly a younger 
congregation.  They love being around one another and 
cherish especially the day spent together each week striving 
to glorify our Lord as His people before His throne.  

PRAYERS: 

● For continued Covenant nurture and growth of the 
congregation. 

● For Pastor Miller in his ministry and service in 
Christ’s Kingdom. 

● That the Lord will continue to bless the work of 
prison ministry. 

OPC Congregation 

Harvest OPC, Winston-Salem, NC  - Rev. 
Calvin Keller 

 The small seed that would become Harvest OPC in 
Winston-Salem began in 2014 when families commuting to 
OPCs in Mount Airy and Greensboro, NC, started a Bible 
study.  They hit many bumps along the way and even 
considered closing the mission work before it started.  But 
God had other plans.  He prospered the work. 

In October 2018, Harvest in conjunction with its mother 
church Covenant Reformed OPC called Rev. Calvin Keller to 
be an assistant pastor/evangelist.  Harvest is excited about 
Calvin’s zeal for evangelism and his twenty-five years of 
pastoral experience in the OPC, having served 
congregations in California, Connecticut, and Tennessee. 

PRAYERS: 

● Pray that the congregation would pray without 
ceasing, knowing that God ordains the ends and 
well as the means. 

● Pray for new visitors. 
● Pray for those currently in membership class, both 

covenant children and a woman new to the faith. 
● Pray God will give us a heart for the lost. Pray we 

will invite people to church and be ready to give a 
reason for the hope that we have. 

● Pray for a new meeting place as we are close to 
outgrowing the current facility. 

● Give thanks that the Kellers’ realtor has attended 
several services. Pray that she will continue to 
attend and join the congregation. 

● Give thanks for the Bible study at the Kellers’ 
apartment. Six people from the complex attended 
the first meeting. At least one is an unbeliever. Pray 
the Spirit will be at work and more people will 
attend. 

● Give thanks for a recent profession of faith and 
baptism. 

SouthWest Presbytery News 
Christ Covenant Church (CCC), Dallas, TX - 
Rev. Joseph Keller 

CCC meets on the Campus of Wycliffe Bible Translators / 
Dallas International University. As a result, we have always 
had a good number of missionaries as part of our 
congregation and a very missions-minded congregation. 

Pastor Keller has been preaching through the Book of 
Psalms in morning Worship, and teaching in a combined 
Sunday School class on the Redemptive-Historical 
background of Baptism, especially as seen in the Old 
Testament, making use of J. V. Fesko's book Word, Water, 
and Spirit. 

CCC also holds monthly events, which include Fellowship 
Luncheon, Sunday Evening Fellowship and Bible Study, 
Women's Bible Study, Prayer Meeting, and a Church-wide 
activity. 

The church has had several families visiting, and we 
appreciate your prayers that they may become regulars and 
may unite with the congregation. 
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This past year has been a good one for the church, with 
attendance and finances increasing at the church. 

We also would appreciate prayers for the ability to reach the 
community and to build up the body of Christ in numbers 
and spiritually. 

Harvey Evangelist, Houston, TX  - Rev. 
Nicholas Lammé 

This week has been quite full, as I’ve been engaged in 
door-to-door outreach with our RHM, Rev. Mark Sumpter. 
We have two special guests in town, Al Baker and Harry 
Krabbendam.  Dr. Krabbendam gave two lectures at RTS 
Houston, one on the book of James and the other on 
Revivalism and the Holy Spirit. On Friday, March 15, we went 
two-by-two into a neighborhood near the Good Shepherd 
mission work to speak to neighbors, invite them to church 
and share the gospel with them.  I went with Dr. 
Krabbendam and we canvassed a about a quarter mile 
stretch of houses on both sides of the street, spoke to 8 
folks. 

One of the most exciting conversations was with a couple, 
James and Whitney. Rev. Sumpter had called on them 
previously and they had been very receptive to hearing the 
gospel. They were the last house we called upon before 
calling it a night. Only the address that Rev. Sumpter had 
given us was wrong. He gave us a house number of 301, 
which on that street didn’t exist. So, having searched in vain, 
we decided to give up and head back to the church to join 
the others. As we headed back to the car, I saw a house with 
the number 310, and thought that maybe, just maybe, that 
was it. And it was. And not only did we get the right house, 
but we were invited and had the opportunity to sit around 
James and Whitney’s table and share the gospel. Not only 
did they pray with us, but they were very open to the gospel 
message. Please pray for them that the Lord will continue 
his work in their hearts and grant fertile ground for 
continued ministry for Good Shepherd in that 
neighborhood. 

Over the next two days, we will continue to engage in 
door-to-door evangelism, and on Sunday, we will be out 
evangelizing at the Houston Rodeo. I have been encouraged 
that as I go door to door and meet people on the street and 
in different locations, I continue to have the opportunity to 
share the gospel with hispanics. I am currently organizing 
with Cornerstone OPC in Houston to start a 
Spanish-speaking Bible study there, as well as potential 
English classes. I am also talking with Oak Lawn PCA in 

downtown Houston to start English classes in their facilities 
too. 

I am getting closer to starting a Bible study up north of 
Houston where there is a group of families who are desirous 
of meeting and studying the Word. We are also working on 
getting a Bible study going here in Humble, TX. Pray that 
these plans will come to fruition as I actively seek to engage 
the lost and reach out to those not currently in any church. 

Finally, I have been working on the production of a series of 
tracts under the title, “I’ve Got Questions”. This series is 
designed to entice people’s interest in the Bible and in the 
things of the Lord. It is primarily designed for non-believers, 
people who have little knowledge of the Bible or those who 
have been outside of the Church for a long time. You can 
look at one here: 
https://indd.adobe.com/view/8cb74633-4c58-4fef-87de-63f
9cc26129a  

PRAYERS: 

● Pray that God would allow me to start at least two 
Bible studies by the end of April. 

● Pray for Christopher Le, a man whom we helped 
after Harvey. We met with him to assess the 
possibility of extending additional help to his 
family. While we were with him, he told us that his 
mother was going to be taken off of life support and 
he would be present by FaceTime. Please pray for 
the Les that God would grant his comfort and 
mercy to them at this time. His mother was a 
Buhddist and did not know Christ. 

● Continue your prayers for Keith and Lynn from the 
Memorial Hills neighborhood, and for Erol and Joy 
from the Lee Rd. neighborhood, whom I reported 
on in earlier editions of Harvest Call. 

● Pray for me that the Lord would grant me boldness 
in my witness to the gospel, grace in my speech and 
love in my heart for the lost. 

Listening In and Sounding Out 

Dr. Kathleen Clawson 

Greetings dear friends and family, 

Below is the final earthly chapter of our Katie.  God has been 
so good to us.  I wanted to share it with you.  I’ve attached a 
few photos of Katie too.  May God bless you richly for your 
love, caring, patience, and prayers. 
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Dr. Kathleen J. Clawson, 37, finished her earthly race at 1:40 
a.m. Saturday, March 2, in the UNC Hospice in Pittsboro, S. 
C.  

Despite her intense pain and difficulty breathing over the 
last months, Katie almost finished her bucket list by renting 
a large home near the beach in Isle of Palms, SC, and 
inviting her close Covenant College, University of Penn and 
Rutgers fellow grads and her dear co-workers at Drexel Hill 
Middle School, where she was the school’s psychologist, for 
a visit.  She pushed herself and had great joy while with 
them, but then slept, had three transfusions and fluid drawn 
from her lungs when alone with Doug, Chrissy and me. 

On Sunday, Feb. 24, Katie and I headed for a slow drive 
home, stopping as planned at the home of Noonie and Jon, 
my sister and brother-in-law’s home in Fuquay-Varina, NC. 
Katie never got out of the car.  We drove her to the 
University of North Carolina’s Hospital in Chapel Hill. 
Diagnosed with pneumonia with delirium from pneumonia, 
we knew after three days of many tests and Katie’s 
predominant non-responsive condition that it was time for 
hospice.  The UNC Hospice in Pittsboro was the only facility 
other than the hospital able to handle her high amounts of 
oxygen. 

 

What a blessing that Katie had such tremendous care! Doug 
and Chrissy arrived at the hospice facility a couple of hours 
after she was admitted. 

Our oldest daughter Amy, Chrissy’s husband Joe, my sisters, 
and Katie’s dear friend Sarah were also able to be here a 
little later that day.  After three days of excellent care, Amy 
called at 1:40 am Saturday night to say that Katie passed 
while Doug was holding her hand.  

He had awoken when he thought he heard Katie say, 
“Mom.”  When he couldn’t hear her breathe, he went to her 
side, called the nurse and while he held her hand her heart 
stopped.  Then she was in Glory! 

Earlier at the UNC ICU on Monday, brother-in-law Jon, 
Noonie, and I prayed over the unresponsive Katie. When Jon 
said “Amen,” Katie’s eyes opened and she said in a clear 
voice “Amen” as well. 

We are comforted that she is in Glory praising God, without 
pain, sorrow, or tears. 

Katie fought the good fight against cancer.  She taught us so 
much about facing the next bad news, grieving, and then 
kept going.  Spending this time with her was irreplaceable. 

We will celebrate Katie’s life as she requested in celebration 
in the Philly area, tentatively on Saturday, March 16.  The 
date and location will be announced. 

Thank you for your love and prayers and kindness. God is 
soooo good! 

Much love, 
Pat for the Clawsons 

Reformed Forum 

Reformed Forum, an online podcast of reformed theology, is 
holding a theological conference in Wimberly, Texas April 
2nd-4th.  The topic of the conference will be Foundations of 
Covenant Theology and the main speaker will be Dr. Lane G. 
Tipton, Professor of Biblical and Systematic Theology at 
Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia.  Register 
now at www.reformedforum.org 
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