
Smartphone Addiction: 
Using Augustine’s Rightly Ordered Loves to Shepherd the i-Gen 

 

I. The power of tools 
 

A. Ecology, tech ecology, invasive species  
 
 
 
 
 

B. We make tools but tools also make us 
 
 
 
 
 

II. Getting to the heart of the problem 
 

A. Enslaved to tech?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Augustine’s doctrine of “loves”-ordered and disordered  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C. Renewing the Objects of our loves 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D. Renewing the Degrees of our loves 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E. Renewing the Aims of our loves 
 
 
 
 
 

III. Parenting the iGen 
 

A. Starting with ourselves  
 
 

B. Outward fruit v. inward root 
 
 
 
 

C. In the early years it’s about circumstantially conditioning their loves  
 
 
 
 

D. In the teen years it’s about reasoning through their loves  
 
 
 
 

E. The necessity of household rules and exercise of parental authority  

 

 


